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Written Testimony Supporting Senate Bill 304, An Act Implementing the
Recommendations of the Police Transparency and Accountability Task
Force

Senator Winfield, Representative Stafstrom, Ranking Members Kissel and Fishbein,

and distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee:

My name is Jess Zaccagnino, and I am the policy counsel for the American Civil
Liberties Union of Connecticut (ACLU-CT). I am here to testify in support of Senate
Bill 304, An Act Implementing the Recommendations of the Police Transparency and
Accountability Task Force.

The ACLU-CT is committed to ending police violence and racism in policing in all
forms. In addition to accountability measures, Connecticut must also divest from
policing and reinvest in programs that build strong and safe communities. To build
an equitable future for all people in Connecticut, policymakers must reduce policing’s
responsibilities, scale, and tools. Senate Bill 304 includes numerous strong provisions

that increase accountability for police while decreasing their role.

School Resource Officer Study

School resource officers are police, just as much as any other law enforcement staff
across the state, and their in-school policing has much of the same effects on school
communities as municipal and state policing have on the broader community. School

police employees’ presence in schools i1s a key link in the school-to-prison pipeline.


http://www.acluct.org/

When police are in schools, kids—especially Black and Latinx kids—are more likely
to be arrested.! School police are also disproportionately arresting students with
disabilities.2 These disparities are stark: Black girls are five times as likely to be
arrested in schools as white girls.3 When the intersections of those identities combine,
it 1s disasterous for BIPOC students who are also disabled.4 The acts which underlie
these arrests are shocking: spraying perfume, criticizing a police officer, kicking a
trashcan, throwing a baby carrot, taking a milk carton, wearing saggy pants, and

having a tantrum at age five.5

These outrageous outcomes do not even come with the benefit of safer schools. At
best, the data are conflicting and lacking in methodological rigor.6 At worst,
considering the higher incidents of arrests in schools with police, police make schools
less safe.” Overall, school crime levels have decreased regardless of, not due to, the
presence of police in schools.® Section 2 of Senate Bill 304 seeks to undertake a study
on the impact of school resource officers on students with disabilities. This is

something that the ACLU-CT wholly supports.

Use of Force Reporting

The ACLU-CT strongly supports Section 3, which requires the chief law enforcement

officer of each unit to report to POST any uses of unreasonable, excessive, or illegal
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force, failures to intervene against uses of unreasonable excessive, or illegal force
under, and particular instances of intentional intimidation or harassment Section 7-
294d of the general statutes. Statewide reporting of violations of our use of force

standards is necessary to facilitating public oversight of the police and transparency.

Standardized State-Wide Reporting and Complaint Procedure

The ACLU-CT strongly supports measuers that ensure that police systems are
transparent and accountable to the communities they are supposed to serve. Building
these systems requires transparency in instances of problematic policing, as well as
accessible police compliant procedures, through which members of the public can

alert police departments to potential problems within their ranks.

Section 5 creates accountability by tasking the Police Officer Standards and Training
Council to develop a standardized statewide reporting form and process for people to
file complaints against police officers. Vitally, Section 5 also requires data collection
during this procedure on qualities like the race, ethnicity, and gender of both the
officer and complainant. When this data is aggregated and tracked anonymously, this
legislation provides the state with an opportunity to identify trends in complaints
against the police, such as geographic concentrations of complaints. The ACLU-CT

strongly supports this measure.

Secondary Violations

The ACLU-CT supports the sections of Senate Bill 304 addressing secondary
violations. This part of the bill will limit interactions between police and people by
designating a number of low-level traffic infractions as secondary violations and
prohibiting police from stopping drivers for secondary violations. In 2021 alone, stops

for traffic violations resulted in 117 deaths at the hands of police.? An analysis of over
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20 million traffic stops, scholars found that police were 63 percent more likely to stop
Black people even though, as a whole, they drive 16 percent less, and police were 115
percent more likely to search Black people than white people during a traffic stop.10
Another study analyzing 4 million traffic stops in California corraborated this,
finding that police were twice as likely to search Black people as white people, even
though searches of Black people are less likely to yield contraband and evidence than
searches of white people.!!l Black people are also overrepresented in both stops that
do not elade to enforcement and ones that end in an arrest.12 Many of these arrests
begin with violations identified by this bill: broken tail lights, a partially obscured
license plate resting in the back window, forgetting a driver’s license at home.!3 The
ACLU-CT supports the measures undertaken in Senate Bill 304 that properly
designate these minor infractions as secondary violations, as this would be a vital

step in limiting the role that police play in our communities.

Overall, Senate Bill 304 has many strong provisions that increase transparency and
accountability in policing. As such, the ACLU-CT supports the bill and urges this

Committee to do the same.
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